
Arabic'textbook'
'
Welcome'to'the'course'in'classical'Arabic'at'the'Faculty'of'Theology,'University'of'Copenhagen.'
This'makeshift'textbook'includes'20'exercises'with'keys'and'lists'of'vocabulary.'Please'refer'to'
the'online'videos'for'grammatical'explanations.''You'can'find'the'videos'by'googling:'video'
Martin'Ehrensvärd'classical'Arabic.'
'
You'will'need'access'to'the'following'grammar:'
Wolfdietrich'Fischer,'A"Grammar"of"Classical"Arabic,'3rd'revised'edition,'Yale'University'Press'
2002'
'
Tips'for'completing'the'exercises'
In'the'following'you'will'find'the'most'basic'information'needed'for'completing'each'exercise.'
'
Exercise'1:'Transcribe'the'words'(on'a'separate'piece'of'paper)'and'read'them'out'loud:'When'
you'have'transcribed'the'words'and'checked'them'against'the'key,'please'put'the'transcriptions'
away'and'try'to'read'from'the'top,'only'looking'at'the'transcriptions'when'you'have'to.''
'
You'can'read'about'vowels'in'§§'5'and'7'in'Fischer’s'grammar.'In'addition,'you'will'find'a'strange'
little'sign'sitting'on'top'of'some'of'the'alifs'(as'in'the'third'word,''abuu).'This'sign'is'called'hamza,'
which'you'can'read'about'in'§§'14U15,'and'it'indicates'that'the'alif'in'question'is'to'be'read'as'a'
consonant'(i.e.'what'technically'is'called'a'glottal'stop)'rather'than'as'a'long'vowel'(alif'following'
an''a''vowel'usually'indicates'that'the''a''is'long).'In'rarer'cases'the'hamza'stands'alone,'this'is'
seen'in'the'third'word'in'line'three'(samaa'),'last'sign'in'the'word.'The'hamza'there'was'
supposed'to'be'a'small'one,'but'due'to'nonUoptimal'software'used'for'writing'Arabic,'it'has'
become'very'big.'
'
Please'read'the'exercise'out'loud'to'your'self'three'times,'not'looking'at'the'key'(but'using'the'
alphabet'chart).'
'
Exercise'2:'Look'at'Fischer'§§'3b,'6,'11,'13,'16,'17.'And'please'note'that'you'throughout'the'
course'should'use'Fischer’s'Grammar'in'a'sortUof'superficial'way.'You'see,'Fischer'has'lots'of'
details'unnecessary'and'unintelligible'at'this'point,'so'just'see'if'you'can'grasp'the'main'point'of'
the'paragraphs'cited,'and'let'the'details'go.''
'
The'paragraphs'cited'will'help'you'read'exercise'2.'Be'sure'to'practice'your'reading'by'reading'
the'exercise'three'times,'only'looking'at'the'key'after'you'have'read'a'given'word.'And'when'you'
read,'please'read'out'loud'to'your'self.'
'
However,'the'paragraphs'may'be'kind'of'hard'to'read'without'introduction,'so'I'will'explain'them'
here:''
§3b'is'about'the'writing'of'the'combination'lam'and'alif,'they'are'written'together'
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§6'is'about'the'sign'called'sukun,'a'small'circle,'which'is'placed'on'top'of'consonants'who'don't'
have'a'vowel,'i.e.'there'follows'a'consonant'and'there'is'no'vowel'in'between.''
§11'concerns'the'use'of'special'signs'to'indicate'the'endings'un,"in"and"an.'These'are'the'case'
endings'(there'are'three'cases'in'Arabic,'nominative,'genitive,'accusative).'These'endings'have'
special'signs,'given'in'§11.'
§13:'the'feminine'ending'is'a'ha'with'two'dots'on'top.'It'is'read'as't'and'not'as'h.'The'reason'for'
this'funny'spelling'of'the'feminine'ending'has'to'do'with'the'history'of'the'Arabic'language.'
§16:'Instead'of'writing'to'alifs'in'a'row,'one'alif'is'put'on'top'of'the'other,'producing'the'sign'
madda,'which'you'can'see'in'the'§.'Note'that'in'this'textbook,'madda'and'fatha'(the'vowel'‘a’)'are'
difficult'to'tell'apart'due'to'the'font'used.'
§17:'In'Arabic,'consonants'are'sometimes'long.'All'consonants'can'be'lengthened'when'the'
grammar'needs'it'(this'signals'special'grammatical'forms,'as'we'shall'see).'A'long'consonant'is'
marked'by'the'sign'shadda,'a'small'‘w’'on'top'of'it.'
Some'of'the'paragraphs,'again,'have'notes'with'very'detailed'info.'The'important'thing'is'that'you'
get'the'central'message'of'the'§'s.'
'
Exercise'3:'Fischer'§§19,'44,'147U148'
'
Exercise'4:'Take'a'look'at'Fischer'§§19,'44,'113,'147U148,'225,'362,'363''
'
The'exercise'is'made'up'of'regular,'simple'sentences.'There'are'no'verbs'in'them,'since'the'verb'
'to'be''in'Arabic'(as'in'other'languages,'like'Russian,'Syriac,'Hebrew'etc.)'is'understood'in'simple'
utterances.'So'if'I'want'to'say''the'house'is'clean','I'say''the'house'clean''(alUbaytu'naZifun).'Both'
the'word''the'house''and'the'word''clean''are'in'the'nominative'(carrying'the''u''vowel'at'the'
end),'but'the'first'word'has'the'definite'article,'the'second'the'indefinite'one.'If'on'the'other'hand'
I'wanted'to'say''the'clean'house','I'would'add'the'definite'article'to'both'words,''the'house'the'
clean''(alUbaytu'anUnaZifu,'as'in'Hebrew'and'Syriac,'e.g.).'If'I'wanted'to'say''a'clean'house','I'
would'add'the'indefinite'article'to'both'words,'baytun'naZifun.'
'
Also,'if'a'sentence'starts'with''a''or''hal','it'is'a'question.'This'occurs'in'sentence'12'and'14.'In'the'
case'of'‘hal’'the'expected'answer'is'negative.'
'
Exercise'5:''
1.'The'feminine'gender'is'used'for'a'number'of'things,'so'when'you'see'a'feminine'form'used'in'a'
funny'way,'don't'worry'(if'you'want'to'know'more,'you'can'read'Fischer'§§110U12,'and'§§64,'73,'
75,'84,'89,'but'they'is'not'necessary'to'read'at'this'point).'
2.'In'order'to'avoid'consonant'clusters,'auxiliary'vowels'are'used'at'the'end'of'some'words.'All'
three'vowels'can'serve'as'auxiliary'vowels.'It'takes'some'getting'used'to'(§54a,'just'FYI,'not'
strictly'necessary'to'read).'
3.'The'vocative'takes'nouns'in'the'definite'state'but'without'the'definite'article.'This'generally'
poses'no'problems'(§§157'and'347,'just'FYI,'not'strictly'necessary'to'read).'
'
In'the'word'list'for'exercise'five'there'is'a'word'left'out:'the'meaning'of'the'third'to'last'Arabic'
word,'naarun,'is''fire'.'
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'
Exercise'6:'In'order'to'do'exercise'6'you'need'to'know'about'the'genitive'connection'in'Arabic.'It'
is'described'in'§145.'The'gist'of'the'§'is'the'following:'it'consists'of'a'word'in'the'construct'state'
(i.e.'without'tanwin'and'without'article,'see'§149)'placed'in'front'of'a'word'in'the'genitive'(can'
be'with'or'without'definite'article).'So,'bustanu'lUmaliki'is'"the'king's'garden".'Qualifying'
adjectives'must'come'after'the'genitive'connection'U'see'examples'of'this'in'the'exercise.'
'
There'is'a'mistake'in'the'key'to'Exercise'6.'The'correct'translation'of'sentence'six'is''the'road'of'
the'city'is'wide'.'
'
Exercise'7:'Fischer'§§291,'295'and'339.'Prepositions'take'the'genitive'case.'And'the'preposition'
li'is'used'instead'of'the'word''to'have''which'does'not'exist'in'Arabic.'So,'you'say,''for'me'is'a'
book''instead'of'‘I'have'a'book’.'Finally,'the'particle'inna'which'means'something'like'wow,'and'
the'subject'of'the'following'clause'will'be'in'the'accusative.'And'sometimes'such'sentences'are'
strengthened'by'the'use'of'la'which'means''really''or''verily'.'
'
Exercise'8:'§§'147U149,'again.'The'dual'and'the'plural.'In'the'dual'and'in'the''sane''plural,'genitive'
and'accusative'have'only'one'form'U'this'means'that'one'has'to'look'at'the'function'in'order'to'
decide'whether'the'word'is'genitive'or'accusative.'Together'these'two'cases'are'called'the'
oblique'(obl.)'cases.'
'
Exercise'9:'Broken'plurals,'§'87,'and'diptotes,'§'152.'Broken'plurals'is'the'norm'in'Arabic,'there'
are'not'all'that'many'sane,'i.e.'regular,'plurals.'Broken'plurals'change'the'vowels'inside'a'word,'
so'that'the'root'(=the'consonants,'usually'three'consonants)'has'two'forms'for'a'given'word:'one'
form'for'the'singular,'and'one'for'the'plural.'Diptotes'are'words'that'don't'use'tanwin,'i.e.'they'
don't'end'on'nun'in'the'indefinite'state,'and'in'the'indefinite'state'(and'only'in'that'state,'not'in'
the'definite'or'construct'state),'genitive'and'accusative'have'only'one'form'U'this'means'that'one'
has'to'look'at'the'function'in'order'to'decide'whether'the'word'is'genitive'or'accusative.'
'
Exercise'10:'Pronouns'and'pronominal'suffixes,'§§264,'265,'268,'269,'292b,'+'paradigm'1U3,'in'
the'back'of'the'book.'Pronominal'suffixes'are'used'where'English'uses'pronouns'in'the'accusative'
or'genitive.'In'other'words,'in'the'nominative,'a''normal''pronoun'is'used,'like'ana,''I','but'for'
expressing''my''or''me','a'suffix'is'used'at'the'end'of'words,'like'kitaabii,''my'book'.'
'
Exercise'11:'the'word'kullun,''all','and'how'to'use'it,'§136'
'
Exercise'12:'We'see'our'first'verbs.'Exercise'12'is'about'the'perfect.'You'can'find'the'perfect'
inflected'in'paradigm'4,'column'1'(in'the'back'of'Fischer).'The''paradigm'root''fa''ayin'lam'is'used'
to'exemplify'the'inflection.'You'can'read'about'the'uses'of'the'perfect'in'§§179U183'
'
The'verb'will'often'start'the'clause.'Note'that'the'Arabic'verb'often'will'be'in'the'singular'
masculine'if'the'subject'hasn't'yet'been'mentioned'(in'case'the'verb'starts'the'clause'with'the'
explicit'subject'following),'even'though'the'subject'is'feminine'and/'or'plural.'But'if'the'subject'is'
implicit'in'the'verb,'there'is'always'congruence.'
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'
Note'also'that'the'pronominal'suffixes'can'be'used'with'verbs,'as'objects.'In'this'case,'the'suffix'
for'1'sg.'is'ni,'e.g.'ba'athatUni:''she'sent'me'.'
'
Note'further'that'there'are'two'words'missing'from'the'word'list:'dachala,'meaning''enter','and'
ilaa'meaning''to'.'
'
Exercise'13,'the'imperfect.'Read'about'its'uses'in'§§184U188'and'see'the'inflection'in'paradigm'4,'
second'column.'
'
Exercise'14,'demonstrative'and'interrogative'pronouns.'§§'274,'275,'277'and'285.'
'
Exercise'15'is'about'1)'the'soUcalled'elative,'that'is'comparative/'superlative,'§§124U127,'the'2)'
colours,'and'3)'some'biUradical'nouns'that'behave'slightly'differently'from'regular'threeUradical'
nouns,'§72.'In'the'wordlist,'note'that'the'plural'of''name''in'Arabic'is'asmaa'u,'without'nunation,'
as'opposed'to'what'the'word'list'says.'
'
Exercise'16,'the'imperative'(§220),'participle'(§§201,'223)'and'infinitive'(§228).'Note'that'the'
infinitive'can'take'many'different'forms,'and'therefore'it'will'be'necessary'(later)'to'use'a'
dictionary'to'find'out'which'particular'form'the'infinitive'of'a'given'root'has.'
'
Exercise'17'concerns'the'subjunctive'and'the'jussive,'and'the'most'important'conjugations'
.'The'subjunctive'looks'like'the'imperfect,'but'it'is'characterized'by'ending'in'fatha'where'the'
imperfect'ends'in'damma,'and'by'the'falling'away'of'the'na/ni'endings'(except'in'the'fairly'rare'2.'
and'3.'feminine'plurals).'The'subjunctive'is'used'in'subordinate'clauses,'and'after''lan','never'
(negating'the'future:''I'will'never'...').'§'196'and'paradigm'4,'third'column.'
'
The'jussive'is'like'the'subjunctive'in'that'the'na/ni'endings'fall'away,'but'where'the'subjunctive'
gets'the'fatha,'the'vowel'drops'entirely'in'the'jussive.'The'jussive'is'used'together'with''li''for'
what'you'command'or'wish'for'('liyaktub',''he'should'write'),'and'as'negated'command'after''la'.'
Also,'it'is'used'as'a'negated'perfect'after''lam''(‘lam'yaktub',''he'didn't'write').'§'194U195'and'
paradigm'4,'fourth'column.'
'
The'conjunctions'are'found'in'§§328U33'and'343U346'
'
Exercise'18'is'about'the'passive,'§§199U200.'The'passive'is'characterized'by'the'use'of'the'uU
vowel.'You'can'see'the'inflection'of'the'passive'in'paradigm'5'in'Fischer.'
'
Exercise'19'and'20'concern'the'soUcalled'verbal'stems/'stem'forms/conjugations,'see'§§'161U
173,'and'page'240'which'is'the'first'page'of'paradigm'6'(p.'241,'the'second'page'of'paradigm'six,'
covers'the'six'very'rare'verbal'stems).'The'verbal'stem'system'in'Arabic'works'like'this:'the'
verbal'root'can'be'manipulated'in'15'different'ways,'producing'in'principle'15'different'verbal'
meanings'of'a'given'root,'such'as'normal'(I'stem),'intensity'(II'stem),'intention'(III'stem),'
causation'(IV'stem),'reflexive'intensity'(V'stem),'reflexive'or'reciprocal'intention'(VI'stem),'
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reflexive'or'passive'normal'(VII'stem),'reflexive'or'intransitive'normal'(VIII)'and'reflexive'
causation'(X'stem).'Stems'IX'and'XIUXV'are'very'rare.'
'
Note'that'most'roots'only'occur'in'a'few'of'the'stems.'Any'dictionary'has'information'on'which'
verbal'stems'a'root'occurs'in'and'the'particular'meaning'of'the'given'verb'in'the'given'stem.'E.g.,'
you'encounter'the'form''aqtala'and'suspect'that'it'is'a'verb'and'that'the'root'is'qafUtaUlam.'You'
then'turn'to'the'paradigms'to'discover'that'this'is'the'fourth'form'perfect'masculine'third'person'
singular.'Then'you'look'up'qafUtaUlam'in'the'dictionary'(or'word'list)'and'find'that'it'indeed'
occurs'in'the'fourth'form,'where'its'meaning'is'‘to'cause'someone'to'kill'someone/something’.'
'
Note'further'that'the'prefix'consonants'and'the'endings'of'the'verbs'are'constant'throughout'the'
stems.'Only'the'immediate'surroundings'of'the'root'are'manipulated'in'the'various'stems.''
'
'
Happy'learning!'
Martin'Ehrensvärd,'PhD'
Associate'professor'
Religious'Roots'of'Europe'MA'programme'

5



!"#$% &'()"*$+%

,-(#%-./0*% 1$+.")% 2(%)$3*%

2-"4''5-.6*.(4%

7").3% !" #" $" $" 78%9%

:97% %" &" '" (" :%

*97% )" *" +" ," *%

;97% -" ." /" 0" ;%

<=#% 1" 2" 3" 4" <%

>97% 5" 6" 7" 8" >%

?97% 9" :" ;" <" ?%

+9)% =" >" $" $" +%

@9)% ?" @" $" $" @%

-97% A" B" $" $" -%

A9B% C" D" $" $" A%

'=4% E" F" G" H" '%

C=4% I" J" K" L" C%

D9+% M" N" O" P" D%

E9+% Q" R" S" T" E%

F97% U" V" W" X" F%

G97% Y" Z" [" \" G%

H"B4% ]" ^" _" `" H%

I"B4% a" b" c" d" I%

397% e" f" g" h" 3%

J93% i" j" k" l" J%

K93% m" n" o" p" K%

)9#% q" r" s" t" )%

#=#% u" v" w" x" #%

4L4% y" z" {" |" 4%

097% }" ~" �" �" 0%

M9M% �" �" $" $" M8%L%

B97% �" �" �" �" B8%=%

%

6



7

Exercise 1



8



9

Exercise 2



10

Key to Exercise 2



11

Exercise 3



12

Word list



13

Key to Exercise 3



14

Exercise 4



15

Key to Exercise 4



16

Exercise 5



17

Word list



18

Key to Exercise 5



19

Exercise 6



20

Word list



21

Key to Exercise 6



22

Exercise 7



23

Key to Exercise 7



24

Exercise 8



25

Word list



26

Key to Exercise 8



27

Exercise 9



28

Word list



29

Key to Exercise 9



30

Exercise 10



31

Key to exercise 10



32

Exercise 11



33

Key to Exercise 11



34

Exercise 12



35

Word list



36

Key to Exercise 12



37

Exercise 13



38

Key to Exercise 13



39

Exercise 14



40

Key to Exercise 14



41

Exercise 15



42

Key to Exercise 15



43

The colours in Arabic



44

Exercise 16



45

Key to Exercise 16



46

Exercise 17

Martin Ehrensvärd




47

Key to Exercise 17



48

Conjunctions in Arabic



49

Exercise 18



50

Key to Exercise 18



51

Exercise 19



52

Key to Exercise 19



53

Exercise 20



54

Word list



55

Key to Exercise 20


	Lesson 01, Introduction to the Arabic exercises
	Lesson 02, Alphabet
	Lesson 03a, Arabic Exercise 1 - reading consonants and vowels
	Lesson 03b, Arabic Exercise 1 - key
	Lesson 04a, Arabic Exercise 2 - other reading signs
	Lesson 04b, Arabic Exercise 2 - key
	Lesson 05a, Arabic exercise 3 - the definite article
	Lesson 05b, Arabic exercise 3-4 - word list
	Lesson 05c, Arabic exercise 3 -key
	Lesson 06a, Arabic exercise 4 - adjectives and simple sentences
	Lesson 06b, Arabic exercise 4 - key
	Lesson 07a, Arabic exercise 5 - feminine gender
	Lesson 07b, Arabic exercise 5 - word list
	Lesson 07c, Arabic exercise 5 - key
	Lesson 08a, Arabic exercise 6 - genetive
	Lesson 08b, Arabic exercise 6-7 - word list
	Lesson 08c, Arabic exercise 6 - key
	Lesson 09a, Arabic exercise 7 - prepositions and 'inna'
	Lesson 09b, Arabic exercise 7 - key
	Lesson 10a, Arabic exercise 8 - dual and plural
	Lesson 10b, Arabic exercise 8 - word list
	Lesson 10c, Arabic exercise 8 - key
	Lesson 11a, Arabic exercise 9 - broken plurals
	Lesson 11b, Arabic exercise 9 - word list
	Lesson 11c, Arabic exercise 9 - key
	Lesson 12a, Arabic Exercise 10 - pronouns and pronominal suffixes
	Lesson 12b, Arabic exercise 10 - key
	Lesson 13a, Arabic exercise 11 - 'kullun'
	Lesson 13b, Arabic exercise 11 - key
	Lesson 14a, Arabic exercise 12 - the perfect verb
	Lesson 14b, Arabic exercise 12 - word list
	Lesson 14c, Arabic exercise 12 - key
	Lesson 15a, Arabic exercise 13 - the imperfect verb
	Lesson 15b, Arabic exercise 13 - key
	Lesson 16a, Arabic exercise 14 - demonstrative and interrogative pronouns
	Lesson 16b, Arabic exercise 14 - key
	Lesson 17a, Arabic exercise 15 - the elative
	Lesson 17b, Arabic exercise 15 - key
	Lesson 17c, Arabic exercise 15 - chart of colours
	Lesson 18a, Arabic exercise 16 - the imperative, participle and infinitive
	Lesson 18b, Arabic exercise 16 - key
	Lesson 19a, Arabic exercise 17 - the subjunctive, the jussive, and the conjugations
	Lesson 19b, Arabic exercise 17 - key
	Lesson 19c, Arabic exercise 17 - chart of conjugations
	Lesson 20a, Arabic exercise 18 - the passive
	Lesson 20b, Arabic exercise 18 - key
	Lesson 21a, Arabic exercise 19  - verbal stems II, III, and IV
	Lesson 21b, Arabic exercise 19 - key
	Lesson 22a, Arabic exercise 20 - verbal stems V, VI, VII, VIII, and X
	Lesson 22b, Arabic exercise 20 - vocabulary
	Lesson 22c, Arabic exercise 20 - key



